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at least a mile from the palace. A double row of
soldiers lined the road the whole way; and these being
joined by many hundreds of labourers from the adjacent
fields, the crowd became quite dense towards the end
of the line. The most profound silence was observed,
however, and as each person stood with his broad-
bladed knife in his hands, raised nearly to his mouth,
in what we should call an attitude of prayer, the palms
being pressed together, the effect was very lively and
striking. On reaching the gate the Rajah presented
me with one of the Coorg knives already described, and
a handsome sandalwood walking-stick.

The dress of these bold mountaineers is simple, and
not inelegant. On their heads they wind a long white
cloth into a broad flat turban, and round their bodies
wrap a loose, white frock, reaching two inches below
the knee. This robe or tunic is tied round the waist
with a shawl of more or less richness, according to the
wealth of the parties.

In the evening I found my way back to Eerajun-
derpet, and strolled into the woods in quest of adven-
tures. What should I meet but a Roman Catholic
priest, "all shaven and shorn," speaking a strange
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mixture of Portuguese, Spanish and Hindustanee! As
I possessed a slight smattering of each of these
languages, we got on pretty well. Although this good

Eadre had passed much more than half his life away
:om Portugal, he still took a lively interest in those
distant scenes, which, as he said, he never hoped to
visit again. He had heard, he told me, of the penin-
sular war, but he knew none of the details. The worthy
missionary's thoughts, indeed, were much more
earnestly engaged in works of peace and charity than
in those of war and conquest. He shewed me his
native school, where a number of boys were taught to
read, and, with an air of exultation, assured me he
could reckon upon there being at least nine or ten
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